National Federation of the Blind
Of California

2011 Convention

“Catch Our Dreams”

Empowered    Knowledge    Confidence    Equality    Endurance    Independence





Dream of Opportunity
Believe in Equality

Achieve Security

October 13-16, 2011
Hilton Newark/ Fremont, CA
President, Mary Willows

39481 Gallaudet Drive, #127

Fremont, CA 94538-4516

Phone (510) 248-0100

                                        Toll Free: (877) 558-6524 

Mission Statement: The ultimate goal of the National Federation of the Blind is the complete integration of the blind into society on a basis of equality.  This objective includes the removal of legal, economic, and social discrimination and the education of the public to new, and more accurate, concepts concerning blindness.  It means the right of the blind to work along with their sighted peers in the professions, skilled trades, and regular occupations.

Convention Information

Registration - $15.00

Banquet - $40.00

Diabetes Action Network Luncheon - $25.00

Chapter Interaction Breakfast - $25.00

“Made Up Theatre”, Improv Comedy Group - $15.00

If you have not preregistered, there will be a few meal tickets available at the registration table which will be sold on a first come, first served, basis.

Convention Exhibits

The Exhibit hall will be open on Friday, October 14, 2011 from 9am to 7:30pm. Exhibits are located in the Grand Ballroom. 

Dog Guide Relief Area

The dog guide relief area is located to the left as you leave the front door of the hotel. 

I would like to thank all of the chairpersons and members of the  committees that have helped to make this convention a  success. They are: Resolutions Committee- Chairperson Robert Stigile, Door Prizes  Committee-Co-Chair Persons Cheryl Thurston, and Rochelle Houston, Registration Committee- Chairperson Tiffany Manosh, Education Committee- Chairperson Karen Steele, Library Committee- Chairperson Joy Stigile, Convention Committee- Co Chair Persons Serena Olsen and Lisa Maria Martinez, Membership Committee-Chair Person Miguel Mendez, and all of the volunteers who have given of their time.  
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 13
1:00 PM-4:00PM California Association of Guide Dog Users (CAGDU) Seminar –Seminar 2

4:30 PM– 6:30 PM –Convention Registration, North lobby  
7:00 PM – NFB of California Board of Directors Meeting - Fremont/Cedar Room  
Friday, October 14

9:00 AM -12:00 PM – Convention Registration – North Lobby

9:00 AM – 9:00 PM – Exhibit Hall- Grand Ballroom

9:00 AM - Resolutions Committee, Chairperson, Robert Stigile – Fremont/Cedar Room

10:00 AM – California Orientation Center for the Blind Alumni Association, Inc., a statewide chapter of the NFB of California. 

President, David Chan- Newark Room
10:00 AM – 2:00 PM – Sensory Safari – North Parking Lot

10:30 AM – Chapter on Aging, Acting President, Jana Littrell – Balentine Room

10:30 AM - California Association of Guide Dog Users, (CAGDU), Registration

Seminar 2

11:00 AM – California Association of Guide Dog Users, (CAGDU) Business Meeting, President, Shannon Dillon- Seminar 2

11:30 AM – Library Committee, Chairperson, Joy Stigile - Newark Room

12:00 PM- 2:00 PM - Braille is Fun.  Learn to draw with a Perkins Brailler,

Slate races, and Braille games, Coordinator: Serena Olsen.

North Lobby

12:30 PM – Education Committee, Chairperson, Karen Steele - Balentine Room

x1:00 pm- Philosophy and Literature Committee, Chairperson, Jana Littrell – 

Fremont/Cedar Room

2:30 PM – 6:30 PM –Convention Registration – North Lobby
2:30 PM – California Association of Blind Students (CABS) Registration-

remont/Cedar Room Foyer

3:00 PM – CABS Seminar and Business Meeting, President, Angela Fowler- 

Fremont/Cedar Room

5:00 PM - Membership Committee – Chair Person, Miguel Mendez - Balentine Room

5:00 PM -Legislation Committee, Chair Person, Shannon Dillon – Newark Room

5:30 PM - California Parents of Blind Children Registration-Fremont/Cedar Room

6:00 PM – Parents of Blind Children meeting, President, Kathleen Church-

Fremont/Cedar Room

7:30 PM - 8:00 PM- Ticket sales - Made Up Theatre Improv, Comedy Group  $15.00 - Grand Ballroom 4

8:00 PM - 9:30 PM – Made Up Theatre Improv Comedy Group- Grand Ballroom 4

Saturday, October 15
8:00 AM - 8:45 AM Registration, North Lobby

General Session- Ballroom 1 and 2

9:00 AM Call to Order

Invocation, President, Southwest Riverside County Chapter, Jeri Siqueiros

Pledge of Allegiance, Linda Fergurson, Member, Rivercity Chapter 

NFB Pledge, Jana Littrell, Member, NFBC Board of Directors
NFB Pledge: I pledge to participate actively in the efforts of the National Federation of the Blind. To achieve equality, opportunity and security for the blind. To support the policies and programs of the Federation and to abide by its constitution.
9:10 AM Welcoming Comments from Mayor Green, Mayor of Union City, California. Presentation of Proclomation. 

9:15 AM National Report, Joe Ruffalo, Member Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind and President, NFB of New Jersey

9:55 AM “Be good, or good at it”. Belo Cipriani, author and writer of “Blind: A Memoir.”

10:15 AM “Walk For Independence”

10:20 AM Line up for the “Walk for Independence”, a celebration of White Cane Day. 
10:30 AM “Walk for Independence”. Depart North Lobby exit, go left (west) to Balentine Drive, go right (north) on Balentine to Newpark Mall Road, cross Balentine with the light and walk south along Balentine back to the hotel 

12:00 PM Adjourn

12:15 PM Registration

12:15 PM – 1:45 PM Diabetes Action Network (DAN) luncheon- Ballentine

2:00 PM - - Call to order –

2:00 PM California Presidential Report, Mary Willows, President, National Federation of the Blind of California 

2:20 PM - Update on Library Services in California

Jane Glasby, Program Manager, Library for the Blind and Print Disabled, San Francisco Public Library

2:40 PM - Philosophy- NFB in our daily lifes,Moderator, Jana Littrell, Chairpersom,Philosphy committee, Panel members: 

3:00 PM - The History of the Assistive Technology Act of 1998, Steve Clark Adaptive Technology Services.

3:10 PM - “There’s An Ap for that”, Peter Cantisani, author of the book “26 Aps for Blind iPhone Users, An Introduction to Aps.  

3:20 PM - California Chemistry Camp 2011, Originator, Hoby Wedler, Ph.d candidate U.C. Davis. Participants: Andrew Kemp, Mary Church, Connor Campbell, and  Robert “Zander” Saravia

3:35 PM - NFB Youth Slam 2011 Serena Olsen,Youth Slam California Coordinator, Mentor and President of the East Bay Chapter. Participants:Andrew Kemp and Mary Church

3:45 PM - National Certification in Literary Braille (NCLB), Lisamaria Martinez, Test Administator

4:00 PM - Department of Rehabilitation Blind Advisory Committee Report, Bryan Bashin, Chairperson.

4:15 PM – “Beyond SB 105, an annual report and update from the California Department of Rehabilitation.  Joe Xavier, Deputy Director, Specialized Services Division.
4:50 PM - Reports and Resolutions

5:00 PM - Adjourn

6:00 PM - 10:00 PM - No Host Bar – Foyer Ballroom 

7:00 PM - Banquet - Ballroom 3 and 4

Mistress of Ceremonies, Ever Lee Hairston, Second Vice President, NFB of California and Member NFB Board of Directors

Invocation, Jason Holloway, NFBC Board of Directors 

Keynote Speaker, Joe Ruffalo, Member Board of Directors, National Federation of the Blind and President NFB of New Jersey

Chapter Gift baskets

Presentation of NFBC Scholarships

iPhone 5 drawing

10:00 PM - 12:30 AM - CABS After Banquet Party Ballroom 3 and 4
Sunday, October 16 
7:30 AM - Chapter Interaction Breakfast – Ballroom 3 and 4

9:00 AM - General Session Call to Order –Ballroom 1 and 2

Invocation- Rochelle Houston, President Pathfinders Chapter

9:10 AM - Elections

9:40 AM - Resolutions, Chair Person, Robert Stigile

10:00 AM - Newsline for the Blind, A newspaper reading service update, Jason Holloway, Member, NFBC Board of Directors
10:15 AM - Financial Report
10:45 AM - “Why I am A Federationist”, By Miguel Mendez, Member San Joaquin Chapter
11:00 AM - Reports, Raffles, Drawings
11:30 AM - Adjourn
